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     Lighting the way on 
Gratiot may soon be even 
more beneficial to the local 
business community and 
residents in Clinton Town-
ship than initially thought.  
The Gratiot Downtown 
Development Authority is 
studying the feasibility of 
installing energy efficient 
LED fixtures that promise 

to dramatically reduce en-
ergy consumption and 
maintenance costs.   
     The township antici-
pates that the 166 street-
lights for Gratiot from 14 
Mile Road to north of Met-
ropolitan Parkway will 
typically burn five times 
longer than traditional high 
pressure sodium lamps and 
will require less than half 
the energy. 
     Full implementation of 
LEDs would reduce green-
house gas emissions over 
conventional lighting by 
about 600 tons of CO2 an-
nually, the equivalent of 

taking 100 cars off the road 
for the year. 
     “Though LEDs are more 
costly to install, we think 
they can pay for themselves 
in about 5 or 6 years,” says 
DDA liaison and director of 

planning and community 
development Carlo Santia. 
     LEDs offer additional 
cost advantages.  Flickering 
streetlamps will be a thing 
of the past since there are 
no filaments to burn out, 
reducing maintenance costs.  
LEDs are up to 10 times 
more efficient than incan-
descent lights because the 
heat in an LED is almost 
completely turned into 
light, not wasted as heat.  
Because LED lights are 
plastic rather than glass, 
they are also less likely to 
crack or shatter. 
   Regular streetlights are  
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also the culprit of light pol-
lution—the glow that comes 
from cities that can actually 
be seen by satellite.  LEDs 
can be directed to produce a 
more focused light that will 
wash over Gratiot and not 

into adjoining neighbor-
hoods. 
    The cost of an LED in-
stallation along Gratiot is 
now being investigated by 
the DDA.  “Our goal is not 
to design a program that will 
cost local businesses more,” 
Santia added.  “We will 
spread the construction cost 
over a longer period, but the 
energy and maintenance 
savings over the long term 
should more than pay for the 
difference in project cost.   
     “At the same time, the 
project will be a great exam-
ple of how we can save our 
natural resources for future 
generations.” 
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Are LED streetlights on the horizon for Gratiot? 

New plan would save energy, but raise construction cost 

Typical LED flat panel 

installation, below.  

Satellite image, left, 

shows extent of light 

pollution in the United 

States. 
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Next event scheduled for Saturday, September 20 

  Volunteers clean up Gratiot for Cruise Day 2008 
     Members of the Clinton Valley Assembly of God church gathered with other volun-
teers on Saturday, July 19 to clean up trash and other debris along Gratiot in preparation 
for the 2008 Clinton Township 
Gratiot Cruise on August 3rd.  The 
volunteers met at the Farmers Mar-
ket north of Metropolitan Parkway 
to receive their marching orders.   

     “Keeping Gratiot clean and 
litter picked-up is becoming in-

creasingly important to the future 

success of our businesses,” says 

DDA member Donna Sassin who 

organizes the event.  “Customers 

often judge a business on its ap-

pearance before learning about 

its level of service and reputa-

tion.” 

     The next clean up is scheduled for this fall from 9 a.m. to noon on Saturday, Septem-
ber 20.  For more information contact Sassin at 586-751-3783.                                                                   

Median landscaping project completed on time and under budget 

     United Lawnscape, Inc. completed a 
$145,000 median landscaping project along 
Gratiot that stresses water conservation and 
minimum maintenance needs through the 
planting of native habitat species.  The pro-
ject was funded by the Gratiot DDA and 
represents the first in a series of capital im-
provements for the strip.  On tap are new 
bus stops, benches, street lighting and walk-
ways. 
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